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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CONTACT: Ellen McDonald / 816.213.4355 / publicity@kcballet.org 
 

For Tickets: 816.931.8993 or kcballet.org 
 

Kansas City Ballet Concludes 2024-2025 Season with  

FUSION 
A Collection of Short Dance Works 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Performances: May 9 -18 at the 
Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts  

 
KANSAS CITY, MO (April 10, 2025) — Kansas City Ballet completes its 2024-2025 season with FUSION, 
May 9-18 at the Muriel Kauffman Theatre in the Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts. This 
performance of short dance works will feature riveting ballets: Annabelle Lopez Ochoa’s Tulips and 
lobster, Lila York’s Celts, William Forsythe’s In the Middle, Somewhat Elevated, and the world premiere 
of hold on tight by critically acclaimed choreographer Caroline Dahm.  
 
“FUSION brings together many different styles of dance and it means a lot to me that we have such a 
broad variety of works on the program. I think that is so wonderful for our audiences,” stated Kansas 
City Ballet Artistic Director Devon Carney. "Every year, we bring more exciting works to the stage that 

mailto:publicity@kcballet.org
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our audiences love. We are lucky to have a city that truly enjoys what we’re doing, and FUSION is the 
perfect way to celebrate that." 
 
Sponsors  
This production is supported by Performance Rehab at Kansas City Orthopedic Institute; the Richard J. 
Stern Foundation for the Arts, Commerce Bank, trustee; The Estelle S. and Robert A. Long Ellis 
Foundation; and the Kansas City Neighborhood Tourist Development Fund. 
 
hold on tight is a co-production of Kansas City Ballet and New Dance Partners, a commissioning project 
by the Midwest Trust Center at Johnson County Community College (JCCC). 
  
Support is also provided by the Muriel McBrien Kauffman Family Foundation, the Missouri Arts Council 
— a state agency, and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency, for Kansas City Ballet’s 
2024-2025 Season. 
 

FUSION 
A Collection of Short Dance Works 
May 9-18, 2025 
Muriel Kauffman Theatre | Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts 
1601 Broadway, Kansas City MO 64108 
 
Featuring: 
Tulips and lobster by Annabelle Lopez Ochoa 
Celts by Lila York 
In the Middle, Somewhat Elevated by William Forsythe 
hold on tight by Caroline Dahm 
 
Tulips and lobster choreographed by Annabelle Lopez Ochoa is a mesmerizing ballet which made its 
debut with the Kansas City Ballet in 2018. Inspired by the rich and evocative paintings of the Old Dutch 
masters from the 17th century, the ballet brings these timeless scenes of the bourgeoisie to life through 
captivating dance. 
 
Celts is a high-energy ballet that celebrates the rich heritage of Ireland. Motivated by a deep connection 
to her own roots, York's choreography brilliantly weaves together a profound and thrilling narrative that 
spans a thousand years of Irish history. Celts is a powerful and innovative artistic expression, avoiding 
clichés and sentimentality, offering a captivating rush of emotions and storytelling that uplifts the soul. 
 
In the Middle, Somewhat Elevated is a groundbreaking contemporary ballet choreographed by William 
Forsythe in 1987. Set to an intense electronic score, this iconic work defies traditional ballet norms, 
featuring angular, highly technical movements that create a sense of suspended tension. The minimalist 
design and innovative lighting place the focus on the dancers and their dynamic interaction with the 
space. 
 
hold on tight is a world premiere created by Caroline Dahm. Originally from Los Angeles, Dahm has been 
living in Kansas City for over a decade and has been making a name for herself in the dance world with 
her unique choreographic voice. She sees the art of dance as a collaboration where our minds and our 



Kansas City Ballet Presents Fusion  
May 9-18, 2025, at the Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts                                                                                                                               

 
 

3 

emotions meet in efforts to better understand ourselves, others, and the world that we engage with 
daily. Her innovative work is deeply rooted in ballet and modern aesthetic foundations along with her 
own contemporary flair.  
 

Fri., May 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., May 10 at 7:30 p.m. 
Sun., May 11 at 1:30 p.m. 
Fri., May 16 at 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., May 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
Sun., May 18 at 1:30 p.m. 
 
 
TICKET INFORMATION 
 
Purchase tickets: 

• Online at kcballet.org with the Select Your Own Seat capability. 
• By telephone at 816.931.8993 or at the Kansas City Ballet Ticket Office. 
• At the Kauffman Center Ticket Office and website. 
 
Kansas City Ballet’s website is mobile and ticket-purchase friendly. Ticket prices start at $34, and 
subscribers receive a 25% discount on additional tickets. There is a $8 Kauffman Center facility fee per 
ticket and a $5 processing fee per order. Prices are subject to change. 
 
Student Rush discount tickets are available, for $24 plus a $4 fee (with valid student ID, one ticket per 
ID). Purchase online here: kcballet.org/student-rush-tickets/ or 90-minutes prior to curtain at all 
performances based on availability.  Seniors aged 62 or older and educators who present valid ID at the 
box office 90 minutes prior to all performances (except The Nutcracker and special performances) can 
purchase available rush tickets for as much as 40% off single ticket prices. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND EVENTS 
 
Parking and Downtown Maps 
The Arts District Garage is the primary parking garage for Kansas City Ballet patrons. The garage is 
directly attached to the Kauffman Center just south of the building with multiple access points to 
surrounding streets. Purchasing event parking in advance is highly recommended as it often will sell out. 
Event parking is $13 in advance or $16 at the gate per car for the garage or valet may be purchased in 
advance for $22 or for $24 upon arrival (if available). To pre-purchase parking and find frequently asked 
questions about your experience, visit kcballet.org/faqs. Make a night of it! Reserve your room at The 
Westin Kansas City at Crown Center, partner hotel of Kansas City Ballet.  
 
Accessibility 
Kansas City Ballet is committed to providing assistance to those with disabilities. Direct questions and 
requests to the ticket office at 816.931.8993. Callers who are hearing impaired or hard of hearing can 
get help with telephone access by using the free relay service — 711. 
 

http://www.kcballet.org/
https://kcballet.org/student-rush-tickets/
https://kcballet.org/faqs/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/mciwi-the-westin-kansas-city-at-crown-center/overview/
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Pre-curtain Talks: Belger Footnote Series 
Artistic Director Devon Carney and guest artists offer audience members their views about the 
choreography, history, design elements and music of the evening’s performance. These informal 
discussions are free for all ticketholders and are held at the theater one hour prior to curtain for Kansas 
City Ballet performances of Don Quixote. No reservations necessary. 
 
Social Media 
Join the Kansas City Ballet Facebook page and follow us at @kc.ballet on Instagram and TikTok at 
@kansascityballet. Watch videos at youtube.com/kansascityballet. Be sure to check out our blog at 
kcballet.org/blog. 
 
Media 
Visit kcballet.org/media-center or kauffmancenter.org/media-center for media information about 
Kansas City Ballet and the Kauffman Center. Find high-res photos with IDs and photo credits at 
flickr.com/photos/67555847@N06/sets/, downloadable b-roll with IDs and credits at 
vimeo.com/kcballet and digital content with IDs and credits at youtube.com/user/kansascityballet. 
 

 
ABOUT KANSAS CITY BALLET 
 
MISSION: To Inspire and Engage Through the Beauty, Power & Passion of Dance 
VISION: Outstanding Dance Experiences Accessible to All  
  
Founded in 1957, Kansas City Ballet is a 30+ member professional ballet company under the direction of 
Artistic Director Devon Carney and Executive Director David Gray. Kansas City Ballet is a resident company 
at the world-class Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts and each season features an eclectic repertory 
including traditional classics and exciting contemporary dances. Our professional company, the second 
company (comprised of KCB II and Trainees), professional dance school, and partnership programs, seek to 
nurture and develop our artists, audiences, and students in the values inherent in the creativity, diversity, 
and joy of dance.  
  
Kansas City Ballet reaches more than 20,000 students and adults each year through our many community 
partnerships and education programs for all ages. The Kansas City Ballet School offers professional dance 
training for the career-minded student as well as for those simply seeking a healthy lifestyle for over 2,000 
students each year in two locations: the Todd Bolender Center for Dance & Creativity in downtown and 
our South Campus at Meadowbrook in Prairie Village, KS. 

 
### 

 
Direct all media inquiries to Ellen McDonald, 816.213.4355 or publicity@kcballet.org. 

 
Photo Credits 

 Kansas City Ballet dancers Cameron Thomas, Taryn Pachciarz and Paul Zusi. Photography by Kenny Johnson. 
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