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Kansas City Ballet Presents
“New Moves”

Celebrating Original Works by Choreographers in an Intimate Setting
January 30 - February 2
at the Todd Bolender Center for Dance & Creativity

KANSAS CITY, MO (Jan. 3, 2025) — Artistic Director Devon Carney today announced the choreographers
chosen for New Moves, a unique performance event designed to seek out, develop and showcase
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emerging choreographers, both from the national dance scene as well as locally within Kansas City Ballet.
Called “intimate and inventive... a showcase of creativity” The Kansas City Star, New Moves provides time
and space for choreographers to create world premiere works with accomplished professional dancers.
This season, New Moves features the works of choreographers Natasha Adorlee, Peter Chu, Duncan
Cooper, Kansas City-based Elaine Kimble, and Kansas City Ballet Company Dancers Olivia Jacobus & Amira
Hogan (collaboration), and Elliott Rogers. Company Dancer Cameron Thomas will perform a piano solo
featuring a short work by Alexander Scriabin.

Carney said, “Each year, our audience shows their deep enthusiasm and support for New Moves. And | am
drawn to New Moves for the same reasons: it’s a very up-close and visceral experience for audience and
dancer alike. We are seeing the next generation of choreographers premiere their art in an intimate
environment—and that is special. These dynamic and engaging works may well become the cornerstone
pieces for great careers in ballet. We love to share this exciting program with our audience, and we hope
to see you at the Todd Bolender Center for Dance & Creativity.”

Opus 76, the highly acclaimed KC based string quartet, will be performing live at every New Moves
performance to accompany Elaine Kimble's work. The Quartet have previously performed with Kansas City
Ballet at the Kauffman Center in a featured capacity for both Edwaard Liang's Wunderland and Alexander
Ekman's Cacti. The quartet was also featured in New Moves 2024.

New Moves
Jan. 30-Feb. 2, 2025 | Frost Studio Theater | Todd Bolender Center for Dance & Creativity

New Moves, one of Kansas City Ballet’s most popular performances, showcases contemporary ballet in an
intimate setting. This limited-run production gives audiences a chance to see tomorrow’s sought-after
choreographers today! It is a very up-close and visceral experience for audience and dancers alike, with all
performances held in the 180-seat Michael and Ginger Frost Studio Theater. Come see our Kansas City
Ballet artists and emerging choreographers discover bold new ways of expression and feel the athleticism,
beauty, power, and passion of never-before-seen dance creations!

Thurs., Jan. 30 7:30 p.m.

Fri., Jan. 31 7:30 p.m.

Sat., Feb. 1 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Sun., Feb. 2 2p.m.

Bios

Complete bios can be found at Kansas City Ballet New Moves .

NATASHA ADORLEE is an Emmy Award-winning choreographer, flmmaker, composer, and educator in
San Francisco, CA. A first-generation Asian American woman, she is currently the Artistic Fellow with Amy
Sewiert’s Imagery. After attending SUNY Purchase and graduating from UC Berkeley, Adorlee was invited
to join ODC/Dance. Adorlee has created over 20 original dance-based works- spanning stage, film, and
immersive performance mediums. Most recently, she was commissioned to create for Joffrey Ballet's
Winning Works, Ceprodac (Mexico), Kawaguchi Ballet (Japan), Ballare Carmel, Ballet22, and Imagery. In
addition to working for dance companies, Adorlee has created original work for Pixar Animation Studios,
Occulus, National Geographic, and New Yorker Magazine. Awarded an NEA Grant, Dresher Fellowship, and
Jacob’s Pillow Choreographic Fellowship in 2023 and a BalletX Incubator and Groundworks commission in
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2024, Adorlee is pursuing a prolific creation period while sharing her deep knowledge of movement and
film with the greater community through Dance on Camera workshops.

PETER CHU is an award-winning multifaceted movement artist. Born in the Bronx and raised in Cocoa
Beach, Chu’s interest in Traditional Chinese Medicine was a gateway to a deeper understanding of his
Chinese identity. He was a BFA student at The Juilliard School and was awarded the Hector Zaraspe Prize
for Choreography upon graduation. Chu has also choreographed for Ballet Augsburg, Backhaus Dance,
Charlotte Ballet, Cirque du Soleil, DART Dance Company, Gibney Dance Company, Giordano Dance
Chicago, Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, Nederlands Dans Theater (NDT) Summer Intensive, Orlando
Ballet Theatre, Paul Taylor Dance Company, and more. In 2018, he received the Harvard Blogett Award for
Distinguished Artist for his creative process and piece at the Theater, Dance, and Media Department at
Harvard University. Chu has also served as Rehearsal Director for Nederlands Dans Theater 2 and Guest
Rehearsal Director for NDT1. Chu’s dynamic artistry and dedication to pushing the physical bounds of
dance make him a highly respected and sought-after artist in the industry.

DUNCAN COOPER is currently living in San Francisco. Cooper started dancing at the age of 5, when he
began taking ballet classes at Richard Thomas’ New York School of Ballet. At the age of 13, Cooper
received a full scholarship to train at the San Francisco Ballet School. During his time with San Francisco
Ballet, Cooper danced a wide range of the repertoire. In March of 2007, Cooper created his first one act,
full-length contemporary ballet for Virginia Ballet Theatre, an homage to the 1960’s spy film genre called,
Mr. Evil and The Forever Diamond. Most recently in 2010, Cooper was invited to choreograph a 37 min.
full-length contemporary ballet work called, Universal Residue for Lexington Ballet. In 2011, Cooper was
also invited by new Dance Theatre of Harlem director Virginia Johnson, to be a part of their Harlem Works
2.0 Series, where he danced a new pas de deux choreographed by Darrell Grand Moultre called Believe,
created on him and former Broadway & ABT great Ashley Tuttle. Until 2007, Cooper was also involved in
and part creator of a National Outreach Program for kids at risk, called Athletes For Kids (AFK), involving
professional dancers and star professional athletes. He also continues to be a part of the Lines Ballet
School teaching staff & New York City Dance Alliance. Currently he is also co-creator and director of a new
national summer program called Modas Dance Summer Program.

AMIRA HOGAN, a Texas native, began her ballet journey at age 6 at the YMCA. She continued training at
Robert Underwood’s School for Dance, TKB Center for Ballet & Dance and graduated from Vitacca
Vocational School for Dance in 2023. Hogan received awards from Youth America Grand Prix including the
Hope Award, The World Ballet Competition’s Promise Award, ADC/IBC awards, Emerging Artists and
multiple scholarships and offers worldwide. In 2023-2024, Hogan danced Gina Patterson’s While The
World was Laughing, the North American premiere of Val Caniparoli’s Jekyll & Hyde, The Nutcracker and
Peter Pan by Devon Carney, Natasha Adorlee’s Komorebi, Caroline Dahm & Haley Kostas’ Circle Back and
George Balanchine’s Jewels. Hogan is honored and excited for year two with Kansas City Ballet.

OLIVIA JACOBUS, born and raised in Los Angeles, discovered her love for ballet at age 9, training with
Romy and Zippora Karz of New York City Ballet, and continues to collaborate with them today,
professionally. At age 15, Jacobus was accepted into Colburn Dance Academy’s pre-professional program
in downtown Los Angeles where she performed works from George Balanchine and Jerome Robbins,
including Valse Fantasie, The Four Temperaments, Sleeping Beauty, Who Cares?, and Antique Epigraphs. In
2020, she joined Pacific Northwest Ballet’s Professional Division where she spent two years performing
works such as Swan Lake, Beauty and the Beast, Divertimento No. 15, and George Balanchine’s The
Nutcracker, alongside the company. Jacobus is elated to return to Kansas City Ballet as a company artist
for a third season, ready to work and grow alongside the company. Some of her favorite moments from
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previous Kansas City Ballet seasons are Emeralds Pas de Trios from Jewels, the classical challenges of
Devon Carney’s Giselle, and Tea in Devon Carney’s The Nutcracker. Jacobus attends online college as she
works towards a degree in business, and in her little spare time, she has enjoyed reading, baking, and
creating ballet-themed social media content that resonates.

ELAINE KIMBLE received her BFA in Dance with a minor in Film Studies from The Conservatory of Music
and Dance — University of Missouri-Kansas City. She has had the privilege of collaborating with
contemporary choreographers Robert Battle (Alvin Ailey), Joshua Beamish (MOVE: the company), Mary
Pat Henry (San Francisco Ballet), Gary Abbott (Deeply Rooted), Frank Chavez (River North), Deeanna Hiett
(Alvin Ailey), Rodni Williams (DCDC), and Ronald Tice (Zurich Opera-Ballet) to name a few. As a
choreographer, Kimble has been honored with many accolades including the Youth America Grand Prix
“Outstanding Choreography Award” for her work Up to Here. Her piece Been Here Before received the
“Best Contemporary Performance of the Year” nomination from the Industry Dance Awards. Performance
and choreography credits include Joffrey San Francisco, Joffrey WEST, Wylliams/Henry Contemporary
Dance Company, Quixotic Fusion, Kansas City Youth Ballet, Pacific Festival Ballet, ArtistsRevealed, DEFY
Dance Project, Heartlines Dance Company, and Seamless Dance Theatre.

ELLIOTT ROGERS is a native of Chicago where he began dancing at the age of 2. He started training with
Chicago Ballet Arts for two years and then moved on to more focused training with Ruth Page Center for
the Arts under the leadership of Victor Alexander and Dolores Long. Over the nine years at Ruth Page,
Rogers built his foundation as a student, gained performance experience, and participated in exchange
programs with international schools. The most notable being with Escuela Nacional Cubana de Ballet
(Cuban National Ballet School). At 14, Rogers was accepted into Houston Ballet Academy’s Professional
Division. During his four years in the Professional Division, he received the Ben Stevenson Scholarship
Fund to push his training further. After progressing through the academy, he was promoted to Houston
Ballet’s second company, HBII, under the direction of Claudio Mufioz and Kelly Myernick for the next two
seasons. While training in Houston, Rogers greatly expanded his repertoire, adding over 70 different roles
in 50 works, including leading roles in Stanton Welch AM’s The Gentlemen, Bruiser, Brigade, Clear, and
others. He would also go on to perform with Houston Ballet in productions of Welch’s The Nutcracker,
Romeo & Juliet, and Sylvia. In 2023, he was selected to represent HBII in Assemblée Internationale, hosted
by National Ballet School of Canada. In 2023, Rogers joined Kansas City Ballet as an apprentice.

PIANO SOLO:

CAMERON THOMAS began his dance training in his hometown of Rochester, NY. In 2013, he began
performing regularly with the Rochester City Ballet. In 2015, Thomas received a full scholarship to attend
the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School at American Ballet Theatre. He then joined KCB Il for the 2016-
2017 season and was promoted to the company the following season. Now in his eighth season with
Kansas City Ballet, Thomas has performed soloist and principal roles in Jiri Kylian’s Petite Mort, Alexander
Ekman’s Cacti, Mark Morris’ Sandpaper Ballet, William Forsythe’s In the Middle, Somewhat Elevated,
Septime Webre’s The Wizard of Oz, Michael Pink’s Dracula, Lila York’s Celts, Val Caniparoli’s Lady of the
Camellias, and Jekyll & Hyde, Devon Carney’s Cinderella, Giselle, Swan Lake and The Nutcracker. In
October of 2023, Thomas debuted the role of Mr. Hyde in the North American premiere of Val Caniparoli’s
Jekyll & Hyde. As a choreographer, Thomas has created works for Kansas City Ballet, Kansas City Ballet
Second Company, Youth American Grand Prix, and Creative Intersections. In addition to being a dancer,
Thomas is a ballet pianist and has accompanied the Kansas City Ballet School, Oklahoma City Ballet School,
Williams Henry Contemporary Dance, and the Worldwide Ballet Zoom classes. Creative Intersections
partnered with Owen Cox Dance Group to present outdoor programs directed by Thomas every summer,
2020-2024.
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Ticket Information

Tickets may be purchased by telephone at 816.931.8993 or with the “Select Your Own Seat” capability
online at kcballet.org. Visit the Kansas City Ballet website for more information about performance times,
seating options and parking at kcballet.org. Kansas City Ballet’s website is mobile and ticket-purchase
friendly.

Sponsors

New Moves Presenting Sponsor — the Jeffrey J. Bentley Fund for Innovation & Creativity. 2024-2025
Season Sponsors — the Muriel McBrien Kauffman Family Foundation, the Missouri Arts Council — a state
agency, and the National Endowment for the Arts — a federal agency.

Social Media

Join the Kansas City Ballet Facebook page and follow us at @kc.ballet on Instagram and TikTok at
@kansascityballet. Watch videos at www.youtube.com/kansascityballet. Be sure to check out our blog at
www.kcballet.org/blog.

Media

Visit www.kcballet.org/media-center for media information about Kansas City Ballet. Find high-res photos
with required IDs and photo credits at www.flickr.com/photos/67555847 @N06/sets/, downloadable b-roll
with IDs and credits at www.vimeo.com/kcballet and digital content with IDs and credits at
www.youtube.com/user/kansascityballet.

About Kansas City Ballet

MISSION: To Inspire and Engage Through the Beauty, Power & Passion of Dance
VISION: Outstanding Dance Experiences Accessible to All

Founded in 1957, Kansas City Ballet is a 30+ member professional ballet company under the direction of
Artistic Director Devon Carney and Executive Director David Gray. Kansas City Ballet is a resident company at
the world-class Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts and each season features an eclectic repertory
including traditional classics and exciting contemporary dances. Our professional company, the second
company (comprised of KCB Il and Trainees), professional dance school, and partnership programs, seek to
nurture and develop our artists, audiences, and students in the values inherent in the creativity, diversity,
and joy of dance.

Kansas City Ballet reaches more than 20,000 students and adults each year through our many community
partnerships and education programs for all ages. The Kansas City Ballet School offers professional dance
training for the career-minded student as well as for those simply seeking a healthy lifestyle for over 2,000
students each year in two locations: the Todd Bolender Center for Dance & Creativity in downtown and our
South Campus at Meadowbrook in Prairie Village, KS.

Hit
Direct all media inquiries to Ellen McDonald, 816.213.4355 or publicity@kcballet.org

Photo credit on front page:
Kansas City Ballet Dancers Gabriel Lorena and Emily Mistretta. Photography by Kenny Johnson.
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