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Kansas City Ballet Presents 
“New Moves” 

Celebrating Original Works by Choreographers in an Intimate Setting 
March 23-26 at the Todd Bolender Center for Dance & Creativity 

 
  
KANSAS CITY, MO (February 27, 2023) — Artistic Director Devon Carney today 
announced the choreographers chosen for New Moves, a unique performance event 
designed to seek out, develop and showcase emerging choreographers, both from the 
national dance scene as well as locally within Kansas City Ballet. New Moves provides 
time and space for choreographers to create world premiere works with accomplished 
professional dancers. New Moves features the works of choreographers Karen Brown 
from UMKC’s Conservatory, Caroline Dahm, KCB Company Member Sophie Hod, Maria 
Konrad, Haley Kostas, KCB Company Member Gabriel Lorena, and KCB II Dancer 
Malerie Moore.   

http://www.kcballet.org/
http://www.kcballet.org/
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Carney said: “I truly enjoy helping emerging choreographers become more established. 
New Moves is especially noteworthy in that each piece is a world premiere. Nothing is 
repeated or restaged. It’s what makes it so beneficial. And each year, our audiences are 
so enthusiastic and supportive of these new works. I look forward to presenting these 
dynamic and engaging new works here in KC.”  
  
New Moves 
March 23-26, 2023 | Frost Studio Theater | Todd Bolender Center for Dance & Creativity  
 
New Moves, one of Kansas City Ballet’s most popular performances, showcases 
contemporary ballet in an intimate setting. This limited-run production gives audiences 
a chance to see tomorrow’s sought-after choreographers today! It is a very up close 
and visceral experience for audience and dancer alike, with all performances held in the 
Bolender Center’s Michael and Ginger Frost Studio Theater. Come see our Kansas City 
Ballet artists and emerging choreographers discover bold new ways of expression and 
feel the athleticism, beauty, power, and passion of never-before-seen dance creations! 
 
Thurs., March 23  7:30 p.m. 
Fri., March 24  11 a.m. (Student/Senior Group Matinee) and 7:30 p.m. 
Sat., March 25  2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Sun., March 26  2 p.m.  
   
Bios  
KAREN BROWN is a native of Augusta, Georgia who spent 22 years as a principal 
ballerina touring the world as a featured artist, master teacher and lecturer with the 
Dance Theatre of Harlem, when it was under the direction of the company’s famous 
founder, the late Arthur Mitchell. She’s had a long career teaching thousands of dancers 
in ballet and all forms of dance and has received numerous distinguished dance awards. 
In fall 2020, she was hired as an Assistant Professor of Ballet at the University of 
Missouri Kansas City Conservatory. Please go to www.karenbrowndancemastery.com 
for more about her dance career performing around the world, teaching throughout the 
country and currently teaching, choreographing and performing at UMKC.  
 
CAROLINE DAHM is a professional dancer and choreographer, born and raised in  
Los Angeles, CA. She holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance Performance & 
Choreography from the UMKC Conservatory. Caroline has danced with Deeply Rooted 
Dance Theater, Kansas City Ballet, Lyric Opera of Kansas City, Malashock Dance, 
Quixotic, San Francisco Dance Works, and Wylliams Henry Contemporary Dance 
Company and has worked with and performed works by Michaela Taylor, Frank Chaves, 
Gregory Dawson, Roni Koresh, Gary Abbott, Christopher Huggins, Jennifer Archibald, to 
name a few.  As a choreographer, she has set original works on the Kansas City Ballet 
for New Moves in 2021, 2022, & 2023, Musical Theater Heritage, UMKC Conservatory, 
and Wylliams Henry. Caroline produces and choreographs dance films of her own and 
won a Laurel Award for Best Overall Film at the Palm Springs International Film 
Festival, as well as created a dance film on the Kansas City Ballet, Misguided. Caroline 
has a residency at the Charlotte Street Foundation for 2021-2023 and currently serves 
as Adjunct Professor of Dance at the UMKC Conservatory. carolinedahm.com 
 

http://www.karenbrowndancemastery.com/
http://carolinedahm.com/
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SOPHIE HOD was born in Great Neck, New York and began her dance training at 
Studio Maestro. In 2007, Ms. Hod began training at The School of American Ballet, the 
official school of the New York City Ballet. In 2013, Ms. Hod began training at Ballet 
Academy East. In 2017, she then went on to dance with Miami City Ballet School. Over 
these years, she also attended summer programs at Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet, 
Boston Ballet, Miami City Ballet, and Exploring Ballet with Suzanne Farrell. Ms. Hod 
joined Cincinnati Ballet as a trainee for the 2018-2019 season, where she performed 
corps de ballet roles in many of the company’s productions. 
 
Ms. Hod joined Kansas City Ballet’s Second Company in 2019. She spent two years as a 
trainee, and one year as a KCB II dancer. During this time she performed in many ballets 
with the company, including George Balanchine’s Serenade, Lila York’s Celts, Septime 
Webre’s The Wizard of Oz, and Devon Carney’s Swan Lake and The Nutcracker. In 2022, 
she was promoted to Company Apprentice. 
 
In addition to being a dancer, Ms. Hod is also a choreographer. She discovered her 
passion for choreographing during her time at Miami City Ballet School, while creating a 
piece for their Student Choreographic Workshop. In 2022, she co-choreographed a 
piece for Kansas City Ballet’s New Moves program on the dancers of the Second 
Company. 
 
MARIA A. KONRAD holds a BFA in Performing Arts from The University of the Arts in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Her work “Maestro” was commissioned for the Mariinsky 
under the direction of Yuri Fateev. She was commissioned to set works for the 2022 
Nervi Festival in Italy. She has worked with Philadelphia Ballet 2, Nashville Ballet 2 and 
Oklahoma City Ballet 2. Ms. Konrad’s choreography has been presented at the Spoleto 
Festival, The Fringe Festival, Florida Dance Festival, Miami Dade Cultural, The Kravis 
Center and STEPS on Broadway. She has choreographed Les Perles Fishuers and Aida 
for Opera Tampa. 
 
She received “Outstanding Choreographer” recognition for her body of work at the 
YAGP 2022 International Finals presented by POINTE magazine. She served on the 
2018 faculty at The International Ballet Competition in Jackson, Mississippi. She has 
been a guest instructor for the fitness line “Eleven”with Venus Williams. She also hosts a 
series, “Barre Talk” for So’Danca on YOU TUBE, where she chats, laughs and loves with 
some of the biggest names in dance including Devon Carney!  
 
HALEY KOSTAS attended the University of Missouri – Kansas City (UMKC) 
Conservatory of Music and Dance along with training abroad at The London 
Contemporary Dance School. Haley’s choreographic works have been presented and 
commissioned by Kansas City Ballet, UMKC Dance Conservatory, University of Kansas, 
Charlotte Street Foundation, Making Moves, Creative Intersections x Owen/Cox Dance 
Group, MashUp Dance Company and tbd Dance Collective.  A resident of Charlotte 
Street Foundation and past resident of Sidra Bell’s Module, 21c Museum Hotel and 
Akram Khan’s Movement Program at Orsolina28 in Italy.  
 
Kostas has worked alongside internationally recognized choreographers to create new 
works and large-scale productions, such as live performances for The Juilliard School 
and the TV series SYTYCD. Professionally, she has danced in works by a diverse range 
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of choreographers and companies including Aszure Barton, Peter Chu, Justin Giles, 
Marguerite Derricks (Nip/Tuck), Jaci Royal (Royal Flux), Andrew Winghart, and 
Odyssey Dance Theater. She has also collaborated with musical artists such as Quiet 
Takes, Katy Perry, Capital Cities, Flight of the Conchords and Britney Spears. Most 
recently she launched her own company Kostas Contemporary and was nominated for 
a 2023 Princess Grace Award and the 2024 US Artist Fellowship.  
 
GABRIEL LORENA started his ballet training at the Municipal Theater of São Paulo, 
Brazil, at age 13. In 2016, he received a full scholarship to train as a pre-professional 
student at Miami City Ballet School under the direction of Arantxa Ochoa. In 2019, he 
joined Sarasota Ballet as an apprentice and in 2020 he joined Boston Ballet II. He has 
choreographed works for students at Miami City Ballet School, Sarasota Ballet and 
Boston Ballet School. Lorena has also choreographed works for Boston Ballet II and for 
BB@yourhome: The Gift. Lorena’s repertoire includes Jorma Elo’s Ruth’s Dance, Mikko 
Nissinen’s Swan Lake, Lia Cirio’s Lenore, Sir Frederick Ashton’s Les Rendezvous, George 
Balanchine’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Theme and Variations, and Western 
Symphony, and Paul Taylor’s Brandenburgs. 
 
MALERIE MOORE was born and raised in Olathe, Kansas, where she trained until 
receiving her first contract with Milwaukee Ballet 2 in 2018. There she performed in 
Michael Pink’s Dracula and The Nutcracker. In 2019, Ms. Moore moved to BalletMet 
where she performed in Edwaard Liang’s world premieres of Tributary and Alice in 
Wonderland as well as The Nutcracker. Ms. Moore came to Kansas City in 2021 as a 
Trainee. She performed corps roles in works such as George Balanchine’s Serenade, 
Devon Carney’s The Nutcracker, Michael Pink’s Dracula, and her favorite, Toto in 
Septime Webre’s The Wizard of Oz. Ms. Moore also made her choreographic debut for 
New Moves in 2022 when she and two others created a piece on the second company. 
She was recently promoted to KCB II. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND EVENTS 
Dancer Chat: New Moves 
Wednesday, March 8, 2023, 6:30-7:15 p.m. | Virtual on Facebook LIVE 
KC Ballet Dancer Chats, a FREE community engagement and education series, are 
designed to provide the broader public an opportunity to engage with and learn more 
about professional dancers from Kansas City Ballet. Each Dancer Chat features three 
KCB company dancers chatting about their roles in upcoming KCB productions and 
sharing aspects of their life journey and dance experiences. These relaxed, informal 
conversations are moderated by various KCB community professionals. All Dancer 
Chats take place on Facebook LIVE. www.facebook.com/kcballet  
 
Dance Speaks: New Voices, New Moves  
Wednesday, March 15, 2023 | Hilliard Gallery | 1820 McGee St., Kansas City, MO 64108 
6:30-7:30 p.m. | Dance Speaks Panel  
Kansas City Ballet Artistic Director Devon Carney invites Dance Speaks patrons to join 
him and New Moves choreographers in an engaging conversation inspired by the 
creative process and the creation of original contemporary ballets on KC Ballet! Tickets 
only $12 at www.kcballet.org. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/kcballet
http://www.kcballet.org/
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Ticket Information  
Tickets may be purchased by telephone at 816.931.8993 or with the “Select Your Own 
Seat” capability online at kcballet.org. Visit the Kansas City Ballet website for more 
information about performance times, seating options and parking at kcballet.org.   
 
Sponsors  
Major underwriting support for the 2022-2023 Season comes from the Muriel McBrien 
Kauffman Family Foundation. Additional Season support from the Missouri Arts Council 
(a state agency) and the National Endowment for the Arts (a federal agency).  
  
Social Media 
Kansas City Ballet’s website is mobile and ticket-purchase friendly. Receive daily 
updates by joining the KCB Fan Page, www.facebook.com/kcballet, and following 
@ballet on Twitter. Follow our blog at www.kcballet.org/blog. Watch videos at 
www.youtube.com/kansascityballet or https://vimeo.com/kcballet, and view photos at 
https://www.instagram.com/kballet/. 
 
About Kansas City Ballet 
MISSION: To Inspire and Engage Through the Beauty, Power & Passion of Dance 
VISION: Outstanding Dance Experiences Accessible to All  
Founded in 1957, Kansas City Ballet is a professional ballet company led by Artistic 
Director Devon Carney and Executive Director Jeffrey J. Bentley. Kansas City Ballet is 
an indispensable community asset through exceptional performances, excellence in 
dance training and quality community engagement and education programs for all 
ages. Kansas City Ballet is home to Kansas City Ballet School which, with an enrollment 
of more than 1,000 children and adults, offers professional training for the career-
minded student as well as for those simply seeking a healthy lifestyle. 
 
Through the professional company, second company (KCB II & Trainees), and 
Community Engagement and Education Department, Kansas City Ballet seeks to 
nurture and develop artists, audiences, and students in the values inherent in the 
creativity, diversity, and joy of dance. The company’s home, the Todd Bolender Center 
for Dance & Creativity, in conjunction with our Resident Company status at the world-
class Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts, positions Kansas City as a destination 
for dance. Visit www.kcballet.org/kansas-city-ballet-press-releases/ for more info. 
 
Kansas City Ballet’s website is mobile and ticket-purchase friendly. Receive daily 
updates by joining the KCB Fan Page, www.facebook.com/kcballet, and following 
@kcballet on Twitter. Follow our blog at www.kcballet.org/blog. Watch videos at 
www.youtube.com/kansascityballet, and view photos at 
https://www.instagram.com/kballet/. 
 

### 
Direct all media inquiries to Ellen McDonald, 816.213.4355 or publicity@kcballet.org 

 
 

Photo credit on front page:  
Kansas City Ballet Dancer Gavin Abercrombie in Caroline Dahm's "It Is What It Is" from New Moves 2022. 
Photographer: Brett Pruitt & East Market Studios. 
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