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Kansas City Ballet
Announces Company Dancer
Promotions and New Members

KANSAS CITY, MO (Sept. 10, 2021) — Kansas City Ballet Artistic Director Devon
Carney today announced the promotion of three members and appointment of two
new dancers to the Company and 17 new Second Company dancers.

Carney said: “It is always exciting and invigorating to welcome new talent into the
ranks of our company and second company. | look forward to our audiences enjoying
these new dancer’s artistic contributions to the spectacular 2021-2022 Kansas City
Ballet season ahead.”

Company Members

New member Paul Zusi will join the Kansas City Ballet Company. Former Company
Apprentices Zachary Boresow and Sidney Haefs have been promoted to full
company member positions.

Company Apprentices
New member, Andrew Rossi and former 2020-2021 KCB Il dancer, Joshua Kiesel, will
join the Company as Apprentices this season.

Second Company (KCB Il and Trainees make up the Second Company)

KCB Il
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Sophie Hod, formerly a 2020-2021 KCB Trainee, and new members Jared Brouillette,
Nicole Townsend, Kaitlin Zeis, and Ben Zusi also will join KCB II.

Trainees

Graduates of Kansas City Ballet School John Aguirre, Alena Harrison and Oscar
Miller and Kansas City Ballet Summer Intensive student Malerie Moore will join the
Trainee Program.

Additionally, lan Anderson-Conlon, Maya Canestaro, Kayla DeGaray, Chloe Exline,
Keira Holland, Charlotte Kelsey, Olivia Newell, Corben Simpson, and Gillian Yoder
will join the Trainee Program.

High resolution photos of all the members can be downloaded here.

New Company Member

Paul Zusi

Paul Zusi began his training at Southold Dance Theater at the age six, inspired by his
mother’s lifelong love of dance. Zusi attended summer programs at The School of
American Ballet in 2018 and Boston Ballet School in 2019. Following the summer of
2019, he joined Boston Ballet as a member of their second company, working closely
with renowned choreographers and teachers such as Jorma Elo, Peter Stark, Kathleen
Mitchell, Larissa Ponomarenko, and Mikko Nissinen. Zusi’s professional repertoire
includes Jorma Elo’s Carmen, Jerome Robbins’s Glass Pieces, Mikko Nissinen’s The
Nutcracker, and other classics including Giselle, Swan Lake, Serenade, The Little
Humpbacked Horse, and Don Quixote.

Promoted Company Members

Zachary Boresow

Zachary Boresow, a Kansas City native, began his training at Kansas City Ballet School
before moving to train at the Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet. There, he performed
leading roles in George Balanchine’s The Nutcracker, Divertimento No. 15, Emeralds,
Raymonda Variations, Serenade, Valse Fantasie, and Western Symphony. Following
CPYB, Boresow trained at the San Francisco Ballet School where he performed in
Helgi Tommason’s The Nutcracker, John Neumeier’'s Yondering, and Christopher
Wheeldon’s Cinderella. After joining Joffrey Ballet’s Studio Company, he performed as
Franz in Coppelia, as well as roles in Christopher Wheeldon’s The Nutcracker, and
works by Alexander Ekman and Paul Taylor. With Kansas City Ballet, Boresow has
performed in Annabelle Lopez Ochoa’s Tulips and Lobster and Devon Carney’s The
Nutcracker and Swan Lake.

Sidney Haefs

Sidney Haefs was born in Los Angeles, California. She began her training at the Santa
Clarita Ballet Academy under the direction of Corinne Glover. Participating in Royal
Academy of Dance Exams, she holds her Advanced 2 certificate with distinction.
Haefs later graduated magna cum laude from the University of Utah with a BFA in
Ballet and a Minor in Human Development and Family Studies. She then joined KCB as
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a trainee in 2018 before joining the company as an apprentice the following season.
During her time with KC Ballet, she has performed in Septime Webre’'s The Wizard of
Oz, Val Caniparoli’'s Lady of the Camellias, Adam Hougland’'s Carmina Burana, and
Devon Carney’s The Nutcracker and Swan Lake.

New Company Apprentice

Company Apprentices perform with the company under the tutelage of the artistic
leadership as part of their initial professional experience.

Andrew RossiI

Andrew Rossi began his dance training in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, at the Ballet
Academy of Pittsburgh, and the Dance Conservatory of Pittsburgh. He then attended
the Indiana University’s (IU) Jacobs School of Music Ballet Department where he
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Ballet Performance with an Outside Field in
Arts Management. While at IU, Rossi had the opportunity to perform ballets by
George Balanchine, Jerome Robbins, Twyla Tharp, Sasha Janes, Sarah Wroth, Michael
Vernon, Mark Morris, Antony Tudor, and Christopher Wheeldon. In addition, he has
performed works with Charlotte Ballet, Nashville Ballet, and Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre
while attending the Chautauqua Institution as an apprentice dancer.

Promoted Company Apprentice

Joshua Kiesel

Joshua Kiesel began his professional training in Hanover Park, Illinois, at the Faubourg
School of Ballet where he spent three years. He then competed in YAGP and received
a full scholarship to train with Xiomara Reyes and Rinat Imaev at the Washington
School of Ballet. While there, he performed the roles of Lankadem in Le Corsaire,
Basilio in Don Quixote, and Count Fabio in Satanella. He was then promoted to
Trainee under the direction of Julie Kent and danced both Chinese soloist and Prince
in The Nutcracker. Kiesel joined KCB Il for the 2019-2020 season and performed corps
de ballet roles in The Nutcracker and Swan Lake.

New KCB Il Dancers

KCB I, a program connected with Kansas City Ballet School and a part of the second
company of Kansas City Ballet, is Kansas City Ballet's emerging professionals’
program, giving talented young dancers a professional company experience. Dancers
in the KCB Il program are selected from auditions around the country. These dancers
receive professional experience performing corps de ballet roles in Kansas City Ballet
full-length productions.

KCB Il is committed to arts education, community engagement and the development
of aspiring young artists preparing them for professional dance careers. KCB |l
provides a platform for emerging performers, teachers, and choreographers to hone
their technical skills and showcase their artistic talent. KCB Il performs throughout the
region through public performances, lecture demonstrations, residencies, and
workshops, enabling the community to experience live dance in a public setting.
Dancers in KCB Il act as ambassadors for Kansas City Ballet.
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Jared Brouillette

Jared Brouillette was born in Boston, Massachusetts. He began his ballet training at
the age of nine at the Franklin School for the Performing Arts in Franklin,
Massachusetts, under Cheryl Madeux Abbott. At the age of 14, Brouillette started
training on scholarship at the Boston Ballet School under the direction of Margaret
Tracey and Peter Stark in the Pre-Professional Training program, where he remained
for five years with the last two years as a Trainee. During these years, he spent his
summer training at The School of American Ballet and Pacific Northwest Ballet
School. As a Trainee with Boston Ballet, he had the opportunity to perform with the
Boston Ballet Company in productions including Mikko Nissinen’s The Nutcracker,
George Balanchine’s Coppelia, and Frederick Ashton’s Cinderella. He also took part in
Boston Ballet School’s end of the year performances of Next Generation where he
performed in Marius Petipa’s Sleeping Beauty and lgor Burlak’s Double Concerto. In
2020, he went on to join Pacific Northwest Ballet School’s Professional Division where
he trained under the direction of Peter Boal.

Nicole Townsend

Nicole Townsend was born in San Jose, California. She began dancing at age two. She
began her formal ballet training at Ballet San Jose at age seven under the direction of
Lise La Cour. At age 14, she went on to extend her training for the next three and a
half years at City Ballet School in San Francisco. There she danced many roles ranging
from Le Corsaire Pas de trois to Spanish, Arabian and Mirliton Lead in The Nutcracker
as well as Don Quixote and Sleeping Beauty. She moved away from home at age 18 to
train with Marat Daukayev in Los Angeles and performed Paquita duets, variation and
grand pas corps. Townsend was then granted a scholarship to the Pacific Northwest
Ballet 2019 summer intensive and then was subseqguently accepted into their
Professional Division Program. She learned many Balanchine variations such as
Divertimento No. 15 and Who Cares? She also performed The Nutcracker with the
Company and did roles of Spanish, Chinese, Grandma, Snow and Flowers. After
Nicole’s first year as a Professional Division student, she was awarded a full
scholarship to Paris Opera Ballet 2020 summer intensive through PNB and then later
was a recipient of the American Friends of Paris Opera Ballet Scholarship Award in
2020.

Kaitlin Zeis

Kaitlin Zeis was born in Dayton, Ohio. She began dancing at the age of three in
Palmdale, California, before going on to train at the Northwest Florida Ballet Academy
and Gem City Ballet. In 2015, she attended Orlando Ballet School, rising to trainee in
2016. While there, she appeared in the company’s productions of George Balanchine’s
Serenade, Arcadian Broad's Beauty and the Beast, and Robert Hill's The Nutcracker. In
2017, Zeis joined Pennsylvania Ballet as a trainee, where she went on to perform with
the company’s corps de ballet in Angel Corella’s productions of Don Quixote, Giselle,
Swan Lake, and Sleeping Beauty, as well as Sir Kenneth MacMillan’s Romeo and Juliet
and George Balanchine’s The Nutcracker. She has attended summer programs at
Washington Ballet, Houston Ballet, Orlando Ballet, Pennsylvania Ballet, Corella Ballet,
and most recently ArtOf (an international workshop sponsored by William Forsythe).
Throughout the pandemic, Zeis studied privately with Wendy Whelan, Yannick
Boquin, Lynne Charles, Holly Dorger, Yvonne Borree, Samantha Dunster, and Isabelle
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Ciaravola. Exploring various dance styles, she also works with
teachers/choreographers Al Blackstone, Lloyd Culbreath, and Joshua Bergasse, and
appears in an upcoming PBS special on post-COVID dance.

Ben Zusi

Ben Zusi is 18 years old and has been dancing since he was six years old, training at
Southold Dance Theater in South Bend, Indiana, where he was raised. Zusi also
attended summer intensives at The School of American Ballet 2018, Houston Ballet
2019, and Boston Ballet 2020 and 2021. He competed in the Youth America Grand
Prix in 2021 where he was invited to compete in the final round.

Promoted KCB Il Dancer

Sophie Hod

Sophie Hod was born in Great Neck, New York, and began her dance training at
Studio Maestro. In 2007, Hod began training at The School of American Ballet, the
official school of New York City Ballet, and as a student at SAB, she had the
opportunity to perform many ballets with NYCB. In 2013, Hod began training at Ballet
Academy East. In 2017, she then went on to dance with Miami City Ballet School. Over
these years, she also attended summer programs at Central Pennsylvania Youth
Ballet, Boston Ballet, Miami City Ballet, and Exploring Ballet with Suzanne Farrell. Hod
joined Cincinnati Ballet as a trainee for the 2018-2019 season, where she performed
corps de ballet roles in many of the company’s productions, as well as the role of Dark
Angel in George Balanchine’s Serenade with Cincinnati Ballet’s Otto M. Budig
Academy. Hod joined Kansas City Ballet’s Second Company in 2019 and spent two
years as a trainee.

New Trainee Dancers

The Trainee Program, which is a tuition-based program of Kansas City Ballet School,
aims to nurture and develop young aspiring post-secondary dancers’ technical skills
and artistry, ultimately preparing them for a professional dance career by bridging the
gap between the student and KCB II. In addition to their dance studies, trainees
participate in some company classes, have the opportunity to be considered for
performances with Kansas City Ballet Company during the season and perform in
tandem with KCB Il in their own educational and community outreach performances
throughout the year.

Graduates of Kansas City Ballet School John Aguirre, Alena Harrison and Oscar
Miller and Kansas City Ballet Summer Intensive student Malerie Moore will join the
Trainee Program.

Additionally, lan Anderson-Conlon, Maya Canestaro, Kayla DeGaray, Chloe Exline,
Keira Holland, Charlotte Kelsey, Olivia Newell, Corben Simpson, and Gillian Yoder
will join the Trainee Program.
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About Kansas City Ballet

MISSION: To Inspire and Engage Through the Beauty, Power & Passion of Dance
VISION: Outstanding Dance Experiences Accessible to All

Founded in 1957, Kansas City Ballet is a professional ballet company led by Artistic
Director Devon Carney and Executive Director Jeffrey J. Bentley. Kansas City Ballet is
an indispensable community asset through exceptional performances, excellence in
dance training and quality community education programs for all ages. Kansas City
Ballet is home to Kansas City Ballet School which, with an enrollment of more than
2,000 children and adults, offers professional training for the career-minded student
as well as for those simply seeking a healthy lifestyle.

Through the professional company, second company (KCB Il & Trainees), and
community engagement and education programs, Kansas City Ballet seeks to nurture
and develop artists, audiences, and students in the values inherent in the creativity,
diversity, and joy of dance. The company’s home, the Todd Bolender Center for
Dance & Creativity, in conjunction with our Resident Company status at the world-
class Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts, positions Kansas City as a destination
for dance. Visit www.kcballet.org/kansas-city-ballet-press-releases/ for more info.

Kansas City Ballet’s website is mobile and ticket-purchase friendly. Receive daily
updates by joining the KCB Fan Page, www.facebook.com/kcballet, and following
@kcballet on Twitter. Follow our blog at www.kcballet.org/blog. Watch videos at
www.youtube.com/kansascityballet or https://vimeo.com/kcballet, and view photos
at https:.//www.instagram.com/kballet/.

HHH

Please direct all media inquiries to: Ellen McDonald at 816.213.4355 or
publicity@kcballet.org.
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